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MON the various bleſ- 

ſings we enjoy as Engliſh- 
men, and which give us 
a pre-eminence, over all 
* | atten nations in the known 
world, the liberty of the preſs muſt, be 
acknowledged one of the chief enjoy- 


ments we have to boaſt of; it may be 


ealled the firmeſt ſecurity, if not the 
foundation of all other /zberty; and I 
dare venture to affirm, that no inno- 
vation in government can poſſibly take 
place while this grand bulkwark of our 

| A lives 


6 
* 


u J. 
lives and Gorden openly ſubſiſts 
Let it then be remembered with grati- 
tude, and to the immortal honour of the 
illaſtrious houſe of Hanover, that not 
the leaſt encroachment has been made, 
on this invaluable bleſſing, during the 
mild and gracious adminiſtration of his 
preſent Majeſty, or that of his royal 
father; and notwithſtanding the heavy 


complaints we are continually making 


of yenality and corruption, it has never 
yet been in the power of a miniſter, to 
ſtop the current of publication, nor has 
the arm of authority been lifted to pun- 
1th any public writer, except he abuſed 
this glorious privilege, by proſtituting it 
to the baſe deſigns of blaſphemy, trea- 
ſon; or abandoned lewdnefs. Even 
perſonal abuſe of the great, conveyed 
in the meaneſt and moſt fcurrilous 
terms has eſcaped unnoticed; and every 
public tranſaction, has been quietly ſuf- 
fered to undergo the ſcrutiny of the vileſt 
of the Grub-ſtreet race. Witneſs the 
| low, 


[ ii 
low, unmeaning witticiſms, impertinent 
queries, and ſtupid remarks, lately pub- 
liſhed, on the affairs of the nation. 
In other countries our liberty of the 
preſs, is greatly inveighed againſt on 
account of ſuch productions, but God 
forbid, we ſhould inſtitute a remedy 
worſe than the diſeaſe, and ſubje& every 
author to the partiality of an Imprima- 
tur, or the dread of a Baſtile: if this 
was to be the caſe, how many valuable 
productions would be buried in oblivion 
for reaſons of ſtate by the former; and 
how many good authors would be de- 
terred by the latter, from inſtructing 


a and entertaining their countrymen ! the 
2 enthuſiaſt might then unnoticed, deal 
3 out damnation from the pulpit, for the 
2 dread of the Baſtile, or a more infernal 


Inquiſition, would filence all oppoſi- 
tion. I ſhould not then ſtand up in de- 
fence of the powers of reaſon in matters 


33 of religion, or endeavour to diſſuade the 
= unwary from being caught in the ſnares 
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of religious politicians : a people who 


had ſo far loſt their liberty as to ſub- 
mit to theſe tyrannical impoſfitions, 
would not be worth reclaiming; but 


the caſe at, preſent with you my country- 
men; and therefore I ſhall with free- 


dom addreſs myſelf to you in the fol- 


lowing pages, on a religious enormity 
which has lately got to ſuch a height, 
that it calls aloud for the pen of ſome 


able writer to put a ſtop to its rapid pro- 
greſs, and prevent its baleful influence. 
I mean the modern practice of ſome di- 


vines, who preach eternal damnation, 
with as much eagerneſs and induſtry, as 
their heavenly maſter, when on earth, 
preached falvation ; and who make no 
ſcruple publickly to declare, that unleſs 
you believe in Chriſt according to the 
ſingular principles of methodiſm, you 
mult infallibly qe, and be damned, 


Theſe 


3] 


Theſe words I have had FER" 
in my ears every time I have attended a 
once <loquent and ſenſible. preacher ; 
theſe are the words that gave riſe to this 
publication, and I ſhall think myſelf ex- 
tremely happy, if my weak endeayours 
to ſerve the cauſe of true religion, ſhould 
excite ſome able writer to prove, that theſe 
men are not the true diſeiples of Chriſt; 
and that they are by no means intitled 
to the character of being Chriſt's ambaſ- 
ſadors here on earth. For my own part, I 
ſhall content myſelf with offering to 
the public my ſentiments on this per- 
nicious method of preaching, and I 
heartily wiſh I may ſo far ſucceed, as 
to leflen the number of their Devotees, 
and conſequently their ſalaries; for I am 
convinced that worldly intereſt is at the 
bottom of their enthuſiaſtic declama- 
tions; and that all their proceedings 
are a continued ſeries of religious po- 
licy. 


1 am 


[ vi] 


I am now 7 to apologize for the title of 


this pamphlet, which ſome may think 


extremely improper and rude; but my rea- 
ſon for it was, that I might induce ſome 
of the fine gentlemen of the age to inſpect 
it, and ſurprize them into the reading of 
a pamphlet on a religious ſubject, by 


this abrupt title page, which bears ſuch 


a ſtrong reſemblance to their favourite 
expreſſions in common converſation : 
had I intitled it, enthufiaſin or metho- 
diſm diſplayed; the very notion of a 
ſpiritual treatiſe would have diſguſted 
them, and my little production would 
never have found its way into the cata- 
logues of the polite coffee-houſes: but, 
while under this conciſe title, a General, 
a Miniſter of State, a Chief Magiſtrate, 
or even a Player, may be hinted at: it 
is poſſible it may be bought out of cu- 
rioſity, and read for want of other em- 
ployment, or, as the French call it 


paſſer le tems: with the public, I may 


ſtand 


"I 


[vw] 
ſtand excuſed for this title, as it is, in 
fact, the very expreſſion taken from the 


mouth of one who is called a Preacher 
of Righteouſneſs. 


J have only to add, that as the laws 


of the land moſt prudently forbid the 


diſturbing a miniſter in his pulpit ; and 
we are thereby obliged to hear all ab- 
ſurdities patiently, the preſs is the only 
proper means of publiſhing our objec- 
tions to them; and where theſe abſur- 
dities affect the public, it is hoped they 
will excuſe the man, who, with an ho- 
neſt intention expoſes them, tho he is 
guilty of inelegance of expreſſion, and is 
unable to ſtand the teſt of literary criti- 
ciſm; and will look upon the following 
pages in the light of a friendly letter, 
which may contain ſomething of utility 
and information, though not conveyed 
in that neceflary form and order, which 
is obſerved by thoſe who are profeſſed 
ſcholars. | 
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DIE and be DA M NED. 


HE N the chriſtian religion 
was firſt promulgated, I think 
it cannot be diſputed that it 
was taught in its greateſt pus 
rity and ſimplicity ; and as it was not to 
be confined to that age and country alone 
wherein it was firſt publiſhed, it became 
neceſſary to lay a proper foundation for 
tranſmitting it down to the lateſt poſte- 
rity, in the ſame purity and ſimplicity in 
which it was firſt delivered by its hea- 
venly founder. Oral tradition could never 
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[ 10 
have anſwered this valuable purpoſe : we 
know how ſubject it has ever been to im- 
purities and abſurdities; it was therefore 
neceſſary that thoſe who had been witneſſes 
of our Saviour's exemplary life, his meri- 
torious death, his glorious reſurrection and 
aſcenſion, ſhould record theſe wonderful 
facts in writings, which might be copied, 
and tranſlations made into the different 
languages, of that part of the known 
world which then embraced chriſtianity ; 
and from them be handed down to re- 
moteſt ages, 


For this valuable end the Evangeliſts 
and Apoſtles wrote; and theſe writings or 
ſcriptures we of this nation at preſent en- 
Joy in their greateſt purity, in which the 
terms of our falvation are fo clearly laid 
down, and our duty as chriſtians ſo ob- 
vious, that he that runneth may read ; 
they are intelligible to the meaneſt capa- 
city, and want no forced interpretations, 
nor ſcholaſtic refinements to teach the 

great 


[ 11 ] 
great duties of a chriſtian life, What. 
then can have given riſe to ſo many diſ- 


putes, quarrels, and wars, which have 


diſgraced ſome of the principal profeſſors 
and teachers of chriſtianity, from the 
age of the apoſtles to the preſent times ? 
St. Peter has told us: The unſtable and 
unlearned, ſays he, wreſt theſe as they 


do all other ſcriptures, to their own de- 


ſtruction. 


This they began to do in his time, 
this practice they have continued ever 
ſince ; and had the apoſtle lived to our 
day and nation, he could not have given 
a more accurate deſcription of the pre- 
vailing diſpoſition of ſome of our ſpiritual 
guides. It is to be feared they wreſt the 
ſcriptures, not only to their own deſtruc- 
tion, but to that of many thouſands ; at 


Z leaſt, to all human appearance; but who 


dare fet limits to the tender mercies of 
heaven. 
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It is owing to this falſe interpretation of 


ſcripture to ſerve the particular purpoſes : 


of ſome of the profeſſors of chriſtianity, 
that this pure, this boly religion, has af- 
ſumed a different ſhape in almoſt every 
country where it has been propagated ; 
to this we owe the perverting the ſenſe of 
the moſt obvious and eaſy texts of ſcrip- 
ture, to ſerve the purpoſes of Idolatry, Sy- 
perſtition, and Cruelty in ſome Coun- 
tries, and of Uncharitableneſs in othess. 
How many paſſages of holy writ will not 
the catholic point out, to ſupport the au- 
thority and infallibility of the Pope, and 


from the ſame pure fountains will he not 


draw the bloody water of perſecution ? 
Will he not quote authority from ſcrip- 


ture to canonize and adore men of like in- 


firmities with ourſelves? Nay, will he 


not make uſe of the miracles wrought by 


our Saviour and his apoſtles to ſupport all 


the frauds and impoſitions practiſed to in- 


ſnare the credulous in popiſh countries? 
Every 
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| Every Sed of religion arm their pre- 
tenſions to ſuperior rectitude with texts of 


ſcripture ; and it often happens that the 


fame paſſages are uſed to ſupport tenets ag 
oppoſite to each other, as light to darkneſa. 


Having thus mentioned ſome of the 
motives of wreſting the ſcriptures, ſuch as 
the making them patroniſe ſuperſtition 
and cruelty; I ſhall now confine myſelf 
to the various ſhapes chriſtianity aſſumes 
at preſent in our day and nation, and en- 
deavour to trace ſome of the cauſes of this 
diſunion of chriſtians amongſt us, to the 
fountain head ; namely, the wreſting of 
the ſcriptures by the unlearned and un- 
ſtable; and I may add, even by the 
learned, to promote the gratifications of 
their particular paſſions: — And if it 
can be proyed according to a celebrated 
writer, © that the diſunion of chriſtians 
** is more prejudicial to the cauſe of 
** chriſtianity than the writings of m 

te enemies“ 
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it enemies we ſhall have little reaſon to 
accuſe the Infidelity of the preſent age 
with ſo much warmth from the pul- 
pit; as the cauſe of the cool reception 
Chriſtianity meets with amongſt people 
of high rank and education: And we 
ſhall ſtill have the leſs reaſon for this 
groundleſs charge, if what an eminent 
and univerſally admired writer * has faid, 
be true, that Infidelity is not the cha- 
ce racteriſtic of this age; and that the 
« works of a late noble lord, tho' fraught 
© with the very marrow of Infidelity 
10 * were but badly received: But divines 
þ will ever differ in opinion, and though 
this eminent doctor tells us, „that this 
« age is not deep in ſpeculations of Infi- 
te delity,” if you attend on ſome preachers, 
you will hear of nothing but the Infidelity 
of the good people of England; and will 
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* Dr. Browne in his Eſtimate of the Manners 
and Principles of the Times. 


be 


CHF 
be told that all our misfortunes, public or 
private are owing to our living in a ſtate 
of Infidelity : I uſe their own words: 
ce that nothing but the thin Vital Air 


« which we breath, ſeparates us from 


« eternal damnation, and that unleſs we 
« come unto Chriſt Jeſus immediately, 
ce we ſhall all die and be damned,” In 
anſwer to this I ſay, that it is the different 
method of preaching the goſpel, and the 
diſunion of its profeſſors, proceeding from 
their miſinterpreting ſcripture to ſerve par- 
ticular purpoſes, that is the cauſe of that 
lukewarmneſs amongſt chriſtians, which 
they pretend to amend, by thundering 
damnation in their ears ; and by giving it 
the harſh name of infidelity. 


Ever fince the reformation we have been 
clearing chriſtianity from that cloud of 
Superſtition and Error which the Romiſh 
clergy had thrown over it; and in this glo- 
rious undertaking we have as a nation hi- 
therto ſucceeded, and eſtabliſhed a church, 

in 
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in which the rites and ceremonies of the 
chriſtian religion, as well as its doctrines 
ſeem to be preſerved in that purity and 
ſimplicity in which they were firſt taught 
and obſerved, and moſt agreeable to the 
plain impartial interpretation of ſcrip- 
ture, 


Were we to ſtop here we ſhould do 
well, and ſhould have no room to com- 
plain of ſo many different ſects of chri- 
ſtians, ſome of them filling our very 
fields and barns with unlearned and un- 
ſtable teachers, ſpreading confuſion and 
error throughout the land. Theſe men 
under a pretence of further reformation, 
refine away the very ſenſe of ſcripture; 
and inſtead of a pure and holy religion, 


have rendered chriſtianity,an unintelligible 


jargon of enthuſiaſtic myſteries. 


In former ages it was reckoned a labor 
of much ſtudy and learning to be able to 


give a juſt and inſtructive explanation 
of 


C 71] 

of ſeripture: in our day every diſciple of 
theſe Sectaries not only throws a new light 
on difficult paſſages, but tells you with 
the utmoſt confidence, that unleſs you 
believe in them, according to his interpre- 
tation, you are in a mw of damna - 
4% tion.“ 


What can be the motives of their 
teachers for differing from the eſtabliſhed 
church, and erecting ſpacious edifices, 
capable of holding ſuch vaſt congtega/ 
tions? Is it pure and unbiaſſed love fon 
mankind? Is it a deſire to ſettle chri- 


ſtianity on a more ſure and laſting foun- 


dation than it is at preſent? Or is it 
barely to recommend it with uncommon, 
feryor and zeal? Surely they cannot lay 
claim to any of theſe motives ; if they do, 
what muſt they think of the whole body 
of the clergy? Do not they ſhew a regard 
to the welfare of mankind and the pro- 
pagation of chriſtianity ? Are there not a 
ent number of them labouring in the 

C1726 C vine 
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in which the rites and ceremonies of the 
chriſtian religion, as well as its doctrines 
ſeem to be preſerved in that purity and 
ſimplicity in which they were firſt taught 
and obſerved, and moſt agreeable to the 
plain impartial interpretation of ſcrip- 
ture, 5 


- 


Were we to ſtop here we ſhould do 
well, and ſhould have no room to com- 
plain of ſo many different ſects of chri- 
ſtians, ſome of them filling our very 

fields and barns with unlearned and un- 
ſtable teachers, ſpreading confuſion and 
error throughout the land. Theſe men 
under a pretence of further reformation, 
refine away the very ſenſe of ſcripture; 
and inſtead of a pure and holy religion, 
have rendered chriſtianity,an unintelligible 
jargon of enthuſiaſtic myſteries. | 


In former ages it was reckoned a labor 
of much ſtudy and learning to be able to 


give a juſt and inſtructive explanation 
of 


[37] | 

of ſcripture: in our day every diſciple of 
theſe Sectaries not only throws a new light 
on difficult paſſages, but tells you with 
the utmoſt confidence, that unleſs you 
believe in them, according to his interpre- 
tation, „ you are in a ſtate of damna- 
*« tion.“ 


What can be the motives of their, 
teachers for differing from the eſtabliſhed. 
church, and erecting ſpacious edifices, 
capable of holding ſuch vaſt congregas 
tions? Is it pure and unbiaſſed love far 
mankind? Is it a defire to ſettle chri- 


ſtianity on a more ſure and laſting foun- 


dation than it is at preſent? Or is it 
barely to recommend' it with uncommon, 
fervor and zeal? Surely they cannot lay 
claim to any of theſe motives ; if they do, 
what muſt they think of the whole body 
of the clergy? Do not they ſhew a regard 
to the welfare of mankind and the pro- 
pagation of chriſtianity ? Are there not a 
2 number of them labouring in the 

i C vine 


[ 18 ] 
vineyard ? Do not they endeavour to ſet- 
tle the chriſtian religion on a ſure foun- 
dation? Are not their ſocieties for propa- 
gating the goſpel in foreign parts ; and 
the inſtructions given in the charity 
ſchools at home a ſufficient proof that 
they uſe their utmoſt endeavours to tranſ- 
mit our holy religion in its native purity 
to poſterity? Do not they in general re- 
commend it from their pulpits with a 
becoming zeal and fervor ? They do. But 
it is with decency and modeſty, not en- 
forcing it with damnation at the end of 
every ſentence, but referring judgment 
and condemnation, with St. Paul, to the 
coming of the Lord. who will bring to 
light the hidden things of darkneſs, and 
make manifeſt the counſels of the heart. 
If therefore none of theſe laudable purpoſes 

engage them to congregate ſuch multi- 
4g we muſt conclude that either am- 
bition or intereſt is at the bottom of their 
extraordinary Preachments. I know they 
will totally diſolaim the latter, and even 
ſtart 


| [ 19 Þ 

ſtart at the charge, for they will tell you 
' that they do not aſpire after church pre- 
ferment thereby to enrich themſelves; but 
in anfwer to this, give me leave to con- 
jecture that there are many ways of being 
paid for their extraordinary ſervices, per- 
haps adequate to the moſt valuable be- 
nefices; and that a negligent and careleſs 
air about temporal concerns, and an af- 
fected diſregard of decency in apparel, 
do not always denote poverty and abſt. 
wiouſneſs. 


There is a fecret pride in ſome men's 
apparent humility; and it is often found 
that great wealth and a mean perſonal ap- 

earance are not incompatable; and until 
it can be proved that theſe over righteeus 
teachers, are hot amaſſing riches by con- 
tributions frojn their diſciples, I ſhall not 
readily acquit them of the charge of hay- 
ing worldly intereſt in their view. 


— 


2 A po- 


{ 2 | 


4 


4 popular preacher, (who within tbe 


very walls of our church) exalts himſelf 
into the judgment ſeat of his lord and 
maſter, and paſſes ſentence of damnation 
on the admiring croud, has lately aſſumed 
the external appearance of indigence. I 
ſuppoſe he has altered his opinion, and 
now thinks that a ſpruce appearance is not 
conſiſtent with the humility of the goſpel. 
Let not him who is ſo remarkably uncha- 
ritable as to damn mankind by wholeſale, 
wonder at my ſuſpecting that worldly In- 
tereſt is his aim; my accuſation amounts 
only to ſuſpicion; his ſentences of damna- 
tion are always peremptory; and often 


fatal. 


Since then I have ſhewn that it is 
not improbable but that ſome of theſe 
teachers may be influenced by ſelf- inte- 
reſt, and having no extraordinary talents 
to recommend them to church preferment, 

may 


„ 
may have found this method of preaching : 
anſwer their purpoſe as well. | 


Let us wave our further opinion on this 
head, and proceed to examine how far 
ambition may be the cauſe of their ſow- 
ing the ſeeds of diſunion among Chri- 
ſtians There are two ſorts of ambition, 
worldly and ſpiritual. Their preſump- 
tion and ſelf-conceit deprives them of all 
hopes of gratifying the former; but is the 
very foundation of their poſſeſſing the high- 
eſt enjoyments of the latter; and I make no 
doubt but that there is more pride in the 
heart of him who has founded a Taber- 
nacle, than in his whoſe modeſt merit 
has raiſed him to an epiſcopal ſee. Self- 
conceit and preſumption I chuſe to di- 
ſtinguiſh as the grand characteriſtics of 
| ſpiritual pride: theſe are the ſteps by 
which they aſcend the ladder of ſpiritual 
ambition, and gain the ſummit of their 
grandeur, which is an extenſive power 
over deluded multitudes ; and à degree of 


reyerence 


[ 22 } 
reverence and homage from the vulgar, 
which we can never ſuppoſe was paid even 
to the apoſtles, nor indeed required by them. 
Self- conceit whiſpers in their ears that 
they are better men and better chriſtians 
than their brethren: that they are ſe- 
lected ſhepherds to feed the flock of Chriſt, 
hence they begin to dive into ſcripture for 
paſſages which they wreſt in favour of 
their terrific form of preaching the goſpel; 
and as fear is ever predominant in weak. 
minds, they endeavour to produce vouch- 
ers from holy writ to terrify the ignorant 
Into the belief of their particular ſyſtems, 
making their appeals to the paſſion of fear, 
inſtead of endeavouring to implant in . 
minds of men a love of true religion, and 
a lively faith in Chriſt, by mild perſua ſives 
and the cool dictates of reaſon and argu- 
ment; theſe will not ſerve their particular 
purpoſes; they are conſcious that the ge- 
nerality of the clergy teach the goſpel in 
this laudable manner; and therefore if 
they only join in the ſame common me- 
thod 


L 23 ] 
tod there will be no opportunity of di- 
ſtinguiſhing themſelves, nor any pretence 
for ſetting themſelves up as the lights of 


the world, and the only n pride | 
to eternal Avision. | 


It is the buſineſs then of every PT 
der of any new ſect of chriſtians in this 
kingdom, to endeavour to find out ſome 
defect in the manner of preaching, and 
in the mode of worſhip practiſed by the 
regular clergy ; hence calumny, and falſe 
accuſation, branding the characters of | 
our moſt eminent divines with negli- 
gence and inattention to the great duties 
of their office, and the moſt impudent 
and unlimited charges againft the laity 
in general, for atheifm and infidelity, at 
the very time they are joining in the 
public worſhip of the church, and there- 
by aſſenting to the truth of the chriſtian 
religion. Would it not ſhock any fo- 
reigner, who underftood our language, 
to Hear a Preacher in a chriſtian con- 


gregation 
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gregation, tell his audience, © That 


they are a ſet of infidels, that their at- 
tendance on the public worſhip of 
God, and their living in the exacteſt 
obſervation of all moral virtues, are 
but ſhining fins in the ſight of God, 
unleſs they come unto Chrift, and 
waſh themſelves in the blood of the 
Lamb? Would he not be further ſur- 
priſed to hear another of theſe zealous 
preachers tell you, that the majority 
of this great and flouriſhing kingdom 
live without Chriſt in their hearts; 
are deaf to his awakening calls deli- 


vered by theſe his righteous mini- 


ſters, and lumber on in their ſins, 
all manner of abominations, and ea- 
gerly purſuing eterxal damnation, that 
in this ſituation, their wives, their 
children, their eſtates and effects are 
given them for a curſe ; that they 
had better part with them all, than 
want that inward light and grace in 
their hearts, without which there is 

— ne 
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4 n0 going to heaven: that the ſtrait 
© gate that leads to eternal happipeſs 
« js too narrow for ſplendid equipages, 
« and gaudy apparel, and all the poſ- 
ce ſeſſors of theſe muſt go into outer 
« darkneſs?” Theſe and ſuch like 
low and unmanly expreſſions make up 
great part of their ſermons, calculated to 
inſpire vulgar minds, with a great vene- 
ration for the preacher, and an utter con- 
tempt of all perſons of rank and for- 
tune, in compariſon of whom they think 
themſelves ſaints on earth. Having 
ſucceeded thus far, the enthufiaſtic 
preacher ſecures them to himſelf, by 
expatiating on the heinouſneſs of apoſta- 
tizing from him, by enlarging on the 
great and meritorious ſufferings he has 
undergone for the fake of their fouls, 
and from preaching on the paſſion of 
our Saviour, makes an eaſy (though im- 
pious) tranſition to his own indefs 
ſervices, tells them what revilings and 
buffetings he has met with ; how hard 

: D be 
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ks has laboured in the vmeyard of 
Chriſt, how he has ſtruggled 2 
preſervation of their precious 
thus with the moſt powerful vociferation, 
and enthuſiaſtic warmth, he works on 
the paſſions of the gaping multitude, till 
the whole congregation reſounds with 
ſobs and fighs; and ſpiritual groanings, 
which he receives as incenſe offered to his 


ſuperior piety and excellence; and, in the 


warmth of his imagination, conceits him- 
ſelf to be no leſs than the great apoſtle to 
the Gentiles, or perhaps a degree above 
hm. Thus he gratifies his ſpiritual 
pride, and holds in contempt all the be- 
coming dignities of the eſtabliſhed church; 
and, in this elevated ſtation of his own 
making, he does not confine himſelf to 
exhortations and edifications, but deals in 
denunciations of wrath and eternal dam- 
nation, and aſſumes as much arbitrary 
power over the conſciences of men (by 
means of theſe engines of terror) as any 
biſhop of Rome whatever. 

The 


[7] 

The upright and conſcientious clergy- 
man who regularly performs the duties of 
his office in his church, is forced to 
preach to very thin congregations; for 
moſt of the poorer ſort, ſervants eſpeci- 
ally, are not content to hear ſound mo- 
rality, and the pure doctrine of chriſtia- 
nity at their pariſh churches, they muſt 
run after every popular euthuſiaſt, who 
rails at their ſuperiors, and tells them 
« He is commiſſioned to call them to 
<« an adoption in Chriſt, to be bis ele, 
& and to make them rich indeed, and 
« make them far better men than 
ce their worldly maſters: to him therefore 
they bow and cringe, and by him they are 
taught to believe ſuch an inſtantaneous 
converſion worked in their ſouls, that they 
are regenerate, quite new creatures, and 
that all the reſt of mankind are mere 
droſs, except thoſe of the ſame perſuaſion, 


From this I conjecture they are Jed into 
contributions for defraying the expences of 
* preaching 


[3] 
preaching the goſpel out of the pale of the 
church; and if fo, an unneceſſary charge 
is here laid on thoſe who might hear the 
goſpel at their own pariſh churches with. 
out it ; but this I ſuppoſe will be evaded 
by ſaying, with their uſual candour, that 
our divines do not take ſo much pains to 
convert finners to repentance as they do; 
and indeed, if the moſt nonſenſical ha- 
rangues, devoid of all form and order, 
and ſometimes of decency, is the proper 
method of preaching, and the beſt means 
of converſion ; theſe are the men to fol- 
low ; theſe are the only true divines. 

Of this ſpiritual pride, which I have here 
given a ſketch of, has a place in the heart 
of the preacher, it muſt be tranſmitted to 
his diſciples; and every man's experience 
will furniſh him with inſtances amongſt 
his acquaintance, of the behaviour of thoſe 
who are thus infected: they contemn all 
diſcourſes on morality, and the good con- 
duct of life; they take it for granted, that 
the world believes them to be compleat 


ob- 
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obſervers of all the ſocial virtues; and 
this they are led into by the example of 
their teachers, who ſcarce ever touch up- 
on theſe ſubjects from the pulpit, either 
looking upon it as beneath the excellence 
of their office, or concluding that thoſe of 
their own perſuaſion pay ſuch a ſtrict 


regard to the moral law, that they never 
violate any part of it, and conſequently 


can never need admonitions on that head. 

This high opinion of themſelves, thus ta- 
citly countenanced from the pulpit, they 
carry into life, and build on it ſuch arro- 
gant behaviour and inſolent conduct, as 
muſt amaze and aſtoniſh every man who 
has the uſe of reaſon : their ſpeeches are 
full of contempt of all ſuch as have not 
the light within, and all degrees of ſubor- 
dination to ſuperiors they muſt in their 
hearts deſpiſe, becauſe they look upon 
their earthly maſters, relations, and friends, 
as beings far inferior to themſelves, wha 


are the ele of the Lord ; hence they talk 
of the dread ſovereign of hcaven and 


earth 
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earth with the greateſt familiarity, and as 
4 from his own mouth, paſs ſentence on 
1 every indiſcreet word or action of their 
= neighbours, nay urge his authority for 
* diſobedience of the juſt commands of their 
0 | ſuperiors, 


UV A ſmall anecdote will place this in a 
1 clearer light. Some time ſince in a 
. te a very popular city of this kingdom, a 
= - te great diſturbance aroſe about one of the 
. ee jitinerant, unſtable, and unlearned 
. te teachers; the conteſt became warm, 
905 ce and a very worthy general who had 
Wo ee the command of ſome ſoldiers quar- 
« tered in the town, prudently gave or- 
« ders that none of his men ſhould at- 
< tend this preacher, fearing they ſhould 
ee be induced to interfere in the diſpute, 
ce and greatly add to the diſturbances al- 
« ready begun: In the evening he was 
« informed that one of his men had diſ- 
ce obeyed his orders, he {ent for him, de- 
** manded the reaſon of his diſobedience, 

«© which 
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te which he knew might be attended with- 
« ſevere military diſcipline ? The ſoldier 
ce told him that it was true he had or- 
ce dered him not to attend the preacher, 
ce but that « greater commander had en- 
ce gaged him to neglect his orders, for he 
ce had promiſed God Almighty to meet 
« him at the Caſtle-hill, to hear his 
ce miniſter at fix o'clock exactly: The 
ce general aſked him how often he had 
ce been at ſermon? To which he replied, 
« but once before, but had converſed 
e with the preacher twice in private.” 


Now let any man judge what muſt be 
the pride and preſumption of an old diſ- 
ciple, when a new one could talk thus fa- 
miliarly of the Deity. However theſe 
empirics in theology may boaſt of ſuch 
inſtantaneous converſions. of the looſeſt 
and moſt profligate of mankind, ſays 
an eminent divine, and pretend the moſt 
ſudden change in moral characters, 
let me not envy them, but heartily with 
them 


[ 32] 
hem more frequent and ſincere ; for it is 
much to be doubted whether this method 
of dealing with men be agreeable to the 
courſe of divine providence in the works 
of nature or diſpenſations of grace. Time 
and means muſt be allowed for real 
changes, The ſeeds of virtue may be 
ſown in an inſtant, the growth and per- 
fection muſt be gradual - * ; 


The /ight within which the methodiſts, 
and others fo ſtrongly contend for, is an 
Inſtance of great preſumption and ſpiritual 
pride, it is called by ſome of them divine 
Inſpiration ; and tho' they are not able to 
perform any miracles, yet they confi- 
dently aſſert that their teachers are no leſs 
inſpired than the apoſtles, who gave ſuch 
evident proofs of their divine commiſſions, 
What wonder then if theſe teachers (thus 
inſpired) ſhould aſſume an authority to 
condemn to utter perdition, all who diſ- 
fent from them in opinicn ; or in other 

words, 
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words, all who are not contributors to the 
ſect they have eſtabliſhed. 


This /ight within or inſpiration, calls 
the meaneſt and moſt illiterate mechanic 
to the ſacred functions of the miniſtry, it 
enables him to illuſtrate the divine myſte- 
ries of revelation ; and at once conſtitutes 
him a fit inſtrument of converting finners 
to repentance, and of preſerving and com- 
forting thoſe who have already experienced 
the ſaving grace, communicated to-them 


by this inward light. 


This inſpiration ſerves to promote ſub- 
ſcriptions and contributions for new aſ- 
ſemblies 1n all parts of the town, under the 
direction of theſe unlearned and unſtable 
paſtors, Thus our churches which are 
conveniently and abundantly planted in 
all parts of the metropolis, are more and 
more deſerted, and the cauſe of it un- 
joſtly imputed to the profaneneſs and 
wickedneſs of the age, when at the fame 

E time 
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[34] 
time thouſands and ten thouſands of the 
deluded multitude, are fo far from a to- 
tal diſregard of all religion, that they ate 
running in droves after every new doc- 
trine; and readily embracing every pre- 
tended reformation of our holy religion, 
which it ſeems is not taught in the eſta- 
bliſhed church with ſufficient purity for 


thoſe very people, who are on all hands 


charged as a nation with open profaneneſs 
and a total neglect of religion. 


The preacher who is followed by mul- 


titudes, and he who is almoſt totally de- 


ſerted, equally exclaim againſt the im- 
piety of the age with the greateſt injuſtice; 


for it is owing to the ſuperlative la. 


neſs of ſome men, and their growing tired 
of the good old diſcipline of the eſtabliſhed 
church, that the latter is deſerted, and to 
a timidity and unbecoming diffidence of 
the ſufficiency of the ordinary practice of 
picty (which can only be removed by 
the light within,) that the former is in- 

debted 


: - #00 
debted for the great increaſe of his congre- 
gation ; but that age can never be diſtin- 
guiſhed for infidelity and atheiſm, in 
which the deepeſt. errors of fanaticiſm 
prevail; nor that city, wherein lectures 
upon lectures are daily held at all hours and 


W all ſeaſons for the encouragement and 
= ſupport of enthuſiaſtic rant; and for the 


maintenance of every illiterate torturer of 
holy writ, who thinks proper to leave his 
ordinary vocation, (and by the aſſiſtance 


or the /ight within) to uſurp the authority 


of Chriſt and his apoſtles. 


Surely that muſt needs be a pious age, 


W in which any mechanic who deems him- 


7 | ſelf called to the miniſtry by inſpiration, 


” if he is able to pay for licenſing a houſe 


W opens it as a chriſtian church, and is ſure 


0 to have a ſufficient number of diſciples, 
either to fecd his ſpiritual pride, by al- 


W lowing his call from within, or by contri- 
W butions to ſupport him in an eaſier way of 
W life than his fituation and circumſtances 
| E 2 would 
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( 36 ] 
would otherwiſe have allowed of. Strange 
effect of credulity in a chriſtian country, 
and under the eye of the beſt diſciplined 
church on earth, that a man ſhould be 
deemed an inſpired preacher, and followed 
from one end of the town to the other, 
that cannot ſpeak good Engliſh, and does 
not underſtand the firſt rudiments of his 
native tongue! Was his inſpiration really 
from heaven, certainly that fountain of 
goodneſs from whence flow'd the gift of 
divers tongues to the apoſtles, would 
enable theſe preachers to ſpeak at leaſt in 
the language of common ſenſe, that the 
learned as well as the unlearned might 
partake of the benefit of their pious in- 
ſtructions, and not depart from their aſ- 
ſemblies with the utmoſt horror, ſhocked 
at men's preaching the goſpel in the mean- 
eſt and moſt indecent manner, uſing the 
loweſt and moſt unmanly, and ſometimes 
the rudeſt expreſſions, in their addrefles to 
mankind, on the nobleſt and moſt exalted 
ſubject that ever dignified the tongue of 


elo- 


37.1 
eloquence; and if all orders of men have 
an equal claim to the preacher's concern 
for their immortal ſouls, how careful 
ought he to be to ſpeak in the language 
of men, who aſcends a pulpit in this our 


day, when we make ſo much uſe of our 


intellectual powers, and require regular ar- 
guments to convince us of the truth of any 
doctrine. 


Our Saviour ſhewed the ſame readineſs 
to do acts of mercy ; for the rich, as the 
poor ; but theſe his pretended diſcip'es, 
inſtead of drawing them to chriſtianity, 
by the cords of love, openly abuſe and 
rail at them, and even forbid them their 
places of worſhip, if they happen to 
drop into them by accident: an excellent 
method this of converting thoſe whoſe 
example might lead multitudes into the 
paths of righteouſneſs, which they pre- 
tend to teach the knowledge of. But, 
“ poor ſouls, ſay theſe charitable divines, 
« and their lay teachers, let them alone, 


(meaning 


n e 


—ů 2 


oy rr mirc RN 
Mc 


- - 2 


Ep 
— 


— 


W. = 


— 


8 
(meaning the rich) they are going to 
hell headlong in their fine coaches; 
« and would to God, they would go by 
ce themſelves, and not take their ſervants 
ee along with them; but what with their 
ce dining ſo late on the ſabbath, and other 
ce diabolical contrivances, the poor ſer- 
« yants are hindered from attending the 
ce words of life, and muſt go to hell 
« with their vile maſters,” 


c 


© 


Here is fine reaſoning, are not theſe 
equitable appeals to men of ſuperior birth 
and education ? 1s this the proper method 


of fpeaking of our ſenators, our magi- 


rates, our gentry, and our merchants 


before a giddy deluded mob? Certainly 
no. When a congregation is aſſembled, 
and partly compoſed of perſons of rank 
and fortune, a degree of reverence to his 
ſuperiors will guide the modeſt and truly 


chriſtian. preacher, and teach him more 
becoming language. The example of 


our Saviour, who, even when he was re- 
Viled 


( 39 ] 

viled, reviled not again, will teach him 
more humility than to pronounce ſen- 
tence of condemnation without autho- 
rity, and even without uſing the decent 
and neceſſary means of amending thoſe 
whom they thus inſtantaneouſly damn. If 
vulgar and uncharitable expreſſions, if a 
brutal and unrelenting ſpirit of damnin 

all to Hell, who are not of a particular 
ſe, be the effects of the light within, 
may the all-wiſe and infinitely kind Crea- 
tor of the univerſe (who cauſeth his fun 
to ſhine, on the juſt and the unjuſt, (pre- 
ſerve us in our happy darkneſs, and ſuffer 
us not to be led into temptation, by theſe 
inſpired teachers — theſe falſe lights of 
the world. I would not here be under. 
ſtood to infinuate, that a preacher ſhould 
be aſhamed to name ſuch a place as he!! 
before a polite audience; this is an ex- 
treme on the other fide: I only would 
have it remembered, that there is a way 
of convincing men of the beauty of holi- 


neſs, and the amiableneſs of chriſtianity, 


by 
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« but be venomous as ſerpents, 


L 40 ] 
by ſound reaſon and argument, and which 
has been practiſed with ſucceſs, by the 
moſt eminent divines in all ages fince the 
foundation of chriſtianity, and is better 
adapted to teach the.kind and charitable 
precepts of the goſpel, than this enthu- 
fiaſtic thundering out of damnation at 


the end of every ſentence, 


Be ye wiſe as ſerpents, but 1 as 
doves, ſays our Saviour; but are theſe the 
innocent doves, who inſtruct men to go 
home, and tell every branch of their fa- 


milies, and perhaps their whole neigh- 


bourhood, they are in a ſtate of damna- 
tion, if they have not the /ight within, 
or, in other words, if they are not fol- 
lowers of the moſt diſtinguiſhed enthu- 
ſiaſtic preachers. Would not one think 
that theſe men had read our Saviour's pre- 
cept thus: Seem ye innocent as doves, 
” ſince 
with their bitter tongues they thus curſe 


mankind, and repretent the Leity as an 
impla- 


fat) 


implacable Being, not to be appeaſed, büt 
by continual repetitions of enthuſtaſtic 


tant, and the moſt horrid barbariſins, 


| Haviog Had. the light within, 
or inward nſpiration, give me leave to 
obſerve; that if it is derived from heaven, 
as they aſſert, whatever experimental 
knowledge they may have of it within 
themſelves, yet in order to evince rea< 
_ fonable men of the truth of this afſertion, 
it will be neceffary that it ſhould enable 
them to work ſome miracle; and we have 
the higheſt reaſon to expect this from the 
goodneſs of God, who always afforded 
this evidence of their divine commiſfiort 
to his infpired miniſters, and would .cer- 
tainly give this teſtimony to our modern 
enthuſiaſts; whenever their own autho- 
rity failed of converting ſinners to repen- 
tance and falvation, which is the great 
end of the chriftian diſpenſation; And 
If theſe men were really the choſen 
prieſts of the moſt high God; he would 
WY * moſt 
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by ſound reaſon and argument, and which 
has been practiſed with ſucceſs, by the 
moſt eminent divines in all ages ſince the 
foundation of chriſtianity, and is better 
adapted to teach the.kind and charitable 
precepts of the goſpel, than this enthu- 
fiaſtic thundering out of damnation at 
the end of every ſentence. 


{508 Be ye wiſe as ſerpents, but harm/eſs as 
„ doves, ſays our Saviour; but are theſe the 
„„ innocent doves, who inſtruct men to go 
„ home, and tell every branch of their fa- 
11 milies, and perhaps their whole neigh- 
| pl | bourhood, they are in a ſtate of damna- 
ts tion, if they have not the /ight within, 
F or, in other words, if they 'are not fol- 
; lowers of the moſt diſtinguiſhed enthu- 
ſiaſtic preachers. Would not one think 


a that theſe men had read our Saviour's. pre- 
1 | | cept thus: Seem ye innocent as doves, 
5 but be venomous as ſerpents, fince 


with their bitter tongues they thus curſe 
mankind, and repretent the [eity as an 
impla- 


[41 } | 
implacable Being, not to be appeaſed, but 
by continual repetitions of enthuſiaſtic 
rant, and the moſt horrid barbariſms. 


Having mentioned the light within, 
or inward inſpiration, give me leave to 
obſerve; that if it is derived from heaven; 
as they aſſert, whatever experimental 
knowledge they may have of it within 
themſelves, yet in order to evince rea- 
fonable men of the truth of this affertion, 
it will be neceſſary that it ſhould enable 
them to work ſome miracle; and we have 
the higheſt reaſon to expect this from the 
goodneſs of God, who always afforded 
this evidence of their divine commiſſion 
to his inſpired miniſters, and would cer- 
tainly give this teſtimony to our modern 
enthufiaſts; whenever their own autho- 
rity failed of converting ſinners to repen- 
tance and falvation, which is the great 
end of the chriftian diſpenſation; And 
if theſe men were really the choſen 
prieſts of the moſt high God, he would 

F moff 
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moſt certainly in his great mercy, give 
ſome ſtronger teſtimony of it (than their 
bare aſſertion to convince an unbelieving 
age, and not let eternal falvation be con- 
fined to a few ſectaries: ſince then no man 
can have any other evidence of a preacher's 
inspiration, than miracles, which are 
the natural proofs of it, eſtabliſhed by 
ſcripture, and allowed by reaſon; and no 
ſuch evidence has yet appeared for the di- 
ſtingniſhed enthuſiaſtic preachers of our 
day, let us candidly hope they are mil. 
taken about this zuward light, and be- 
lieve, that it is the effect of a weak de- 
luded imagination, puffed up with a 
vain conceit of its own importance, and 
apt to fancy every enthuſiaſtic rhapſody 
to be an inſpiration from above. I hear- 
tily wiſh however, that zntere/t or ambi- 
tion may not be at the bottom of this pre- 

tended inſpiration. : 
The modern infidels, who heartily 
with our religion to be falſe, but can- 
not with all their art prove it ſo, may 
reaſon- 
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reaſonably retort on theſe men, that they 
do not pretend to prove the truth of it; 
but reſt it ſolely on the light within, 
which is the key of all ſpiritual know- 
ledge — and at once makes a man a 
chriſtian, | 


| What. a ſcandal it is to chriſtianity, 

that men ſhould value themſelves more 
upon being, called after the name of any. 
particular ſect, than on the practice of 
thoſe duties, which conſtitute the cha- 
racter of a good chriſtian! The queſtion 
is not now, who is the moſt charitable 
and devout, who is moſt in favor with 
God and man for uncommon piety to the 
one, and univerſal love and benevolence 
to the other ? But who has received the 
light within ? who has experienced the 
wildeſt extaſies, the moſt enthuſiaſtic rap- 
tures, and hurried away by the workings of 
a deluded imagination, has lent the great- 
eſt aſſiſtance towards forwarding the pur- 
poles of defigning preachers, «© wha 
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f want to catch the eye, to be the lead- 
te ers of ſef#s, to give names to multi- 
te tudes, to be admired or enriched.” 
View the effects of the modern ſpirit 
called by the falſe name of divine inſpi- 
ration. * It alternately fings, it groans, 
ce it ſighs, it weeps, it thunders out dam- 
« nation, it bawls in tabernacles, it raves 
« in our ſtreets, it exclaims in our 
te houſes.” Tt diſtinguiſhes itſelf from 
the ipirit of truth, by its doctrines, it 
teaches, for the peaceable, charitable, 
compaſſionate dictates of the holy ſpirit 
of God, the diabolical dictates of the 
ſpirit of deluſion : hereſies, curſings, 


and revilings. 


From theſe hints on the /zght within, 
let me now proceed to touch upon the 
confeſſions required more eſpecially from 
the female part of their followers, pre- 
paratory to their receiving this inward 
light. Confeſſions generally taken at 

4 private 


© 
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private meetings, and, in my humble 
opinion, falling little ſhort of the auri- 
cular confeſſions fo much practiſed in 
the Romiſh church. Do not theſe ex- 
aminations ſerve to eſtabliſh the autho-. 
rity of the prieſt; and often to expoſe 
weakneſſes in families, and particular 
perſons, which may be turned to the 
advantage of deſigning men; and will 
theſe inſpired prieſts anſwer for the pu- 
rity and integrity of all their lay tea- 
chers ? 


If they will not, as I think they can- 

not, certainly this kind of confeſſion is 
unwarrantable, and neither that, nor 
the /ight within, were ever aſſumed by 
thoſe celebrated writers, and ſucceſsful 
preachers, Tillolſon, South, &c. whoſe 
names will ſtand on record, as eminent 
ornaments of the chriſtian religion, 
when every ſpecies of fanaticiſm and er- 
ror ſhall be buried in oblivion. 
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Before I eonclude theſe curſory re- 
marks on the conduct of thofe who 
draw off the vulgar from their attend- 
ance on their pariſh miniſters, let me 
juſt take notice of the uſual behavior of 
an enthuſiaſtic mob towards one of their 
admired preachers. No ſooner does he 


deſcend from the pulpit, but the pious 


converts preſs around him; and, in 


| ſpite of all oppoſition, force their way 
to his ſacred perſon, happy if they can 


but touch the hem of his garment, but 
happier ſtill if they can but conduct him 
amidſt fighs and ſobs to the veſtry, and 
there by turns take a peep at this ſaint 
upon earth, or if favored with accefs, 
feed his abundant vanity with the -moſt 
fulſome encomiums on his great and 


unwearied attention to the concerns of 


their precious fouls, How much more 
like the goſpel humility would it be to 
ſce one of theſe divines turn to the at- 
tending croud, and tell them to go re- 


gularly 
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gularly to their ſeveral pariſh churches, 
and bring ſufficient proofs from thence 
of the inability of the miniſters, (to 
whoſe care they are committed) to teach 
them the law and the goſpel, and that 
till then they ſhould not aſſemble in 
ſuch multitudes and ſo far from their 
home, as if all the clergy of the eſta- 
bliſhed church were ignorant, or un- 
willing to teach them. This behavior 
would be more like a chriſtian prieſt, 
than aſcending the pulpit to rail at their 
brethren ; and by inſinuating, that they 
neglect their duty, to draw aſide their 
congregations, and engage people to 
contribute to their private meetings and 
aſſemblies — I would gladly hear of 
| ſuch an exhortation as the above, it 
| would ſhew more candor, however, 
I am afraid, than would be conſiſtent 
with their intereſt. 


From the whole I muſt conclude, 
chat theſe men have no foundation from 


ſcrip- 
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ſcripture, reaſon, or common huma- 

| nity, to aſſert that all men muſt die and 

be damned, who are not of their per- 

ſuaſion, or, in other words, who have 

not experienced the light within, much 

* leſs to be ſo blaſphemous as to ſay, 
Hear it from the mouth of the Lord,” 

ſuch expreffions are intolerable before a 

mixed congregation of chriſtians. If 

what I have ſaid ſhould tempt any one to 

ſearch further into the ways of theſe 

men, if he will but take the pure un- 

polluted word of God, contained in the 

ſcriptures for his guide, he will have 

more and more reaſon to believe, that 

thoſe preachers are not the true ſervants 

of the moſt high God, who is long-ſuf- | 

fering, and of great kindneſs, who doth 

not reward men after their iniquities, 


1 nor puniſh them according to their ſins; 
whoſe tender mercies are over all his 
1 works, who is there deſcribed to be a 
0 dd of love, of infinite compaſſion, and 


| furpaſſing mercy. Will ſuch a gracious 
being 
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being plunge us into the depths of deſpair, 
and ſentence us to eternal damnation 
for doubting in matters of faith? Or 
will he doom us to utter darkneſs for 
want of the light within? Oh ! impious 
thought, how contrary this to the ami- 
able declarations of mercy delivered by 
| his Son. He told a man who had only 
in part fulfilled the moral law, that he 
was not far from the kingdom of hea- 
ven : How mild is his reproof to Mar- 
tha, who, as miſtreſs of the family, 
was not only too buſy in preparing an 
entertainment for him, bat neglected 
attending on his divine precepts, and 
wanted likewiſe to take her fiſter from 
her devotions. Martha! Martha 
« ſays he, thou art cumbered about 
| © many things, but one thing is need- 
« ful, &c.” Not, according to the pre- 
| ſent practice of his pretended diſciples in 
| parallel caſes, who ſay to people of rank 
and fortune. Ve are buly in preparing 
| your entertainments, &c, which makes 
= - ye 
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heiptce, Th or common huma- 
| nity, to aſſert that all men muſt die and 


be damned, who are not of their per- 
ſuaſion, or, in other words, who have 
not experienced the light within, much 
leſs to be ſo blaſphemous as to ſay, 


e Hear it from the mouth of the Lord,” 


ſuch expreſfions are intolerable before a 


mixed congregation of chriſtians. If 
What I have ſaid ſhould tempt any one to 
ſearch further into the ways of theſe 
men, if he will but take the pure un- 
polluted word of God, contained in the 
ſcriptures for his guide, he will have 


more and more reaſon to believe, that 
thoſe preachers are not the true ſervants 


of the moſt high God, who is long - ſuf- 
fering, and of great kindneſs, who doth 


not reward men after their iniquities, 


nor puniſh them according to their ſins; 


whoſe tender mercies are over. all his 


works, who is there deſcribed to be a 


God of love, of infinite compaſſion, and 
. furpaſiing mercy. Will ſuch a gracious 
being 
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being plunge us into the depths of deſpair; ' 


and ſentence us to eternal damnation 


for doubting in matters of faith? Or 


will he doom us to utter darkneſs for 
want of the light within? Oh ! impious 
thought, how contrary this to the ami- 
able declarations of mercy delivered by 


his Son. He told a man who had only | 


in part fulfilled the moral law, that he 
was not far from the kingdom of hea- 


ven : How mild is his reproof to Mar- 


tha, who, as miſtreſs of the family, 


was not only too buſy in preparing an 
| entertainment for him, but neglected. 


attending on his divine precepts, and 
wanted likewiſe to take her ſiſter from 
her devotions. Martha! Martha 


% ſays he, thou art cumbered about 
| © many things, but one thing is need- 
| © ful, Sc. Not, according to the pre- 
| ſent practice of his pretended diſciples in | 


parallel caſes, who ſay to people of rank 
and fortune. © Ye are buſy in preparing 


your entertainments, &c. which makes 


G ye 
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ve neglect the words of life, ye will go to 
Dell, ye will die and be damned. Examine 


candidly the precepts and doctrines. 
_ preached by our Savior, and the life he 


led on earth. His whole ſermon on the 
mount ſpeaks the higheſt ſpirit of peace 
and charity ; and ſo far is he from ſay- 
ing, according to our modern enthu- 
ſiaſts, good works is only waſhing the 
outſide of the platter, (I uſe their own 
words) that he ſeems to have made it his 
peculiar care to eſtabliſh the nobleſt ſy- 
ſtem of morality ; and to connect it with 


our very beings as chriſtians. View him 


in his life and converſation, how con- 
deſcending ! how mild ! how benevo- 
lent! ſee him on every occaſion, exer- 


ciſing his divine power, in acts of mercy 


and compaſſion, without reſpect of 
perſons, or perſuaſions, rejecting the 
prayers of neither rich nor poor, Jew 
nor Gentile, when implored to relieve 
the bodily infirmities they laboured 
under, and, by the kindeſt demonſtra- 

tions 
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tions of love, convincing men of the 


' amiableneſs of his holy religion, and 


the great charitableneſs of its principles. 
The more you view this portrait of 
Chriſt, the greater the unlikeneſs ap- 
pears between him and our modern en- 
th ſaſts. Did he ever exalt his voice, 
a disfigure his features, with enthu- 


ſiaſtic rage, to damn the greateſt part of 


his audience? No: he very rarely ex- 


preſſed himſelf in auſtere terms; and, 


if he did: was he not the Lord and 
giver of life? And were not his denun- 
ciations chiefly againſt thoſe who had 
diſputed his authority, mocked his pre- 
cepts, and tempted the Holy One of 
Iſrael ? Did he appoint any one of his 
apoſtles to lord it over his heritage, and 
revile his brethren? No; yet his choſen 
miniſters were but twelve in number, 
whereas I truſt in God, that he has 
now many hundreds in our eſtabliſhed 


= churches, who both by their lives and 
doctrines ſet forth bis true and lively word, 
and 


rer 


e 
and yet have been charged with ignorance 
of chriſtianity, and neglect of their 
duty, with a view of perverting the weak 
members of their congregations, and of 
turning them aſide to hear the goſpel, 


inhumanly mangled, and cruelly miſin- 


terpreted, to ſerve the purpoſes of in- 


| tereſt or ambition. Give but as diligent 


and unbiaſſed an attention to your own 
reading of the ſcriptures, as you do to 
the falſe interpretation of it, by theſe 
men, and you will ſoon find the great 
diſparity between their lives and that of 


our Savior, betwixt their doctrines and 


his, and when once you are convinced 
that there is no occaſion for any extraor- 
dinary impulſes, or fallacious light with- 
in, to enable you to practiſe the great 
truths of the goſpel, andthat a modeſt uſe 
of your reaſon, joined to a pious diſpoſition 
to believe the ſacred myſteries of our holy 
religion as conſonant to that reaſon, is 
all the light within, that is required of 
you; you will then ſeriouſly and de- 
voutly 


53 
voutly attend on your parochial miniſ- 
ters, and be every day more and more 
convinced of their ability, integrity, and 
induſtry to make you good chriſtians; and 
uſeful members of ſociety: to their care 
1 recommend you, and heartily wiſh 
| you may regard the advice given you, as 
flowing from a heart warmed with a 
| ſincere love of mankind, and willing to 
| diſtinguiſh true religion from fanaticiſm 
and error, to oppoſe the amiable doctrines 
of univerſal love, and charity, to the 

| churliſh tenets of enthuſiaſm, and ts 

recommend unity among chriſtians from 
| a view of the unamiablenſs of diſſention. 
| May the goodneſs of the intention anſwer 
| for the deficiencies of the execution ; 
| and theſe remarks experience that chri- 
ſtian charity, they were deſigned to pro- 
= mote, | 
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